The occurrence of sickle cells in pleural fluid: report of a patient with sickle cell disease.
A 20 year old patient seen in sickle cell crises who presented clincally with pleural effusion, presumably on the basis of pulmonary infarction with subsequent infection, had many sickled red cells in the fluid. This occurrence has not hitherto been reported. Its importance from a diagnostic standpoint is pointed out, particularly in patients where the primary disease process is unsuspected.